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RESPONSE TO ELECTION OF SPECIES REQUIREMENT 



This is in response to the office action mailed April 10, 2001 (Paper No. 10). The 
action constitutes an election of species requirement. The action alleges that claims 1-10 
and 12-22 are generic to a plurality of disclosed patentably distinct species of <x,p- 
unsaturated arylsulfone compounds.. The action further alleges that the diversity of species 
requires a search of many different subclasses. 

Applicants provisionally elect, for purposes of examination, the species of the 
claimed method which utilizes the compound 4-carboxystyryl-4-chlorobenzyl sulfon e as the 
administered a,p-unsaturated arylsulfone. If an isomer is required for the election, 
applicants elect the E isomer of that compound, that is, (E)-4-carboxystyryl-4- 
chlorobenzylsulfone. The use of this compound is specifically claimed in claim 7. The 
election is made with traverse. 
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The claims which read upon the elected species 4-carboxystyryl-4- 
chlorobenzylsulfone are claims 1-7 and 12-22. If the election must be confined to the E 
isomer of 4-carboxystyryl-4-chlorobenzylsulfone 5 then the claims which read thereon are 
claims 1-7 and 13-22. 

The invention defined by the claims is unified by the fact that the administered 
compounds share the common a,p-unsaturated arylsulfone structure as set forth at page 4 of 
the specification, lines 1-6. The claims of the application are further unified by the fact that 
a common therapeutic utility is indicated, namely, protection of subjects from the cytotoxic 
side effects of mitotic phase cell cycle inhibitors and topoisomerase inhibitors, two common 
classes of chemotherapeutic agents. Hence, the claims of the invention are believed to 
present a single inventive concept capable of examination in a single application. 
Reconsideration of the election of species requirement is therefore requested. 
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